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Congratulation to Emma Lea & 

Shaleah Bray & Shelby Thomp- son  

on representing Bendigo Pony  

Club at such an exciting event.  

What wonderful ambassadors  

you are for your club: 

you are to be  

commended  on your 

presentation and conduct 

 over the weekend. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UP COMING EVENTS 

August: 

7th Kyabram Gymkhana 

14th - Maryborough Pony Club Horse Trials 

28th - Maldon Pony Club Supercross, Combined Training & Dressage Day 

September: 

10th Bamawm Extension Pony Club Horse Show 

18th - Bendigo Pony Club EA Horse Show 

21st - Midland Zone Show jumping & Flat Teams Shield Challenge - Mandurang Pony Club grounds 

25th - Neangar Pony Club Gymkhana 

 

D.C.õs Report 
Hi all,  
There is not much to say about last monthôs rally other than it was probably the most fun rally 
ever! Despite the cold, drizzly weather there were smiles galore as all riders, even the youngest 
riders in Saddle Club and our former canteen Queen, not to mention Liam the Legend tested 
their balance and their nerve and tried equestrian vaulting. The instructors Zia, Claire and Sarah 
brought their beautiful horses Rocky and Seamus all the way from Geelong on a miserable day. 
All Bendigo pony club members were so grateful for the commitment the Star Struck Equestrian 
Vaulters showed to their sport by still giving our riders the opportunity to participate despite the 
difficult weather. Zia and her team have had their fair share of challenges this year. Not only 
does Zia have serious health issues that require expensive medical treatment; the stables were 
robbed and they lost lots of expensive vaulting gear and other horse gear. To help them get back 
on their feet Bendigo Pony Club is going to donate $500 from the next eventing clinic to Star 
Struck Stables in gratitude for the fun day they gave to our club. 
Riders from Bendigo pony club who represented the Midland Zone at the Interzone horse trials 
challenge at Werribee during July all had a wonderful time and rode well. Looking at the photos I 
was so proud of how well you were all presented and also proud of the good sportsmanship I 
was told you all showed to other competitors. This was not the case with a rider from another 
club and I want to remind riders that it is vitally important to always exhibit good sportsmanship 
but never more so than when you are in uniform representing your club or your zone. Of course 
there are going to be times that you donôt agree with a judgeôs decision but save the criticism for 
in the car on the way home where only your family can hear you!   
September the 18th is the day our club is hosting the Bendigo EV Spring Compleat Open Horse 
Show. This show has something for everyone. The pony club ring is being sponsored by Pet-
stock with a rug and a garland for the highpoint winner so I am looking forward to seeing many of 
our riders turned out looking and riding their best at this event. 
Til next month  
Happy Horsing,  

Sue  

òShow 
season is 
startingó 

Congratulations 

to proud 

granny Trish 

with her beau-

tiful grandson 

Noah 



 

 

 

 

 

 
                     Sally Dwyer - 1st 
                     Maddison Maud - 20th 
                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canteen Roster 2011 
February - Roberts., Tresize 

March - Faull, Degenhardt 

April - McKenzie, Dwyer 

May - Barton-Grace, Lea 

June - Thompson, Kirk 

July - Maud, McIntyre 

August - McKenzie, Philbrick 

September - Bathurst, Dwyer 

October - Garland, Howard 

November - Foley, Carty 

December - Humbert, Knight, Harvey 

 

Team Results - Werribee 
 

Marvellous Midland :- Midland Zone 
178 Sheleah Bray 4.2 55 C C 55 17 13.00 
177 Chelsea-Lee Gerring 4.1 60 C C 60 21 9.00 
179 Toby Lake 4.3 48 8 C 56 22 8.00 
180 Maddison Harvey 4.4 39 37 E Elim 0 0.00 
Total 30.00 - Placed 13th out of 29 teams 
 

Midland Angels :- Midland Zone 
27 Emma Lea 3.4 64 C C 64 12 20.00 
26 Ali Davies 3.3 53 C 20 73 15 17.00 
25 Shelby Thompson 3.2 52 14 6 72 23 9.00 
24 Mallory Walker 3.1 60 4 20 84 23 0.00 
Total 46.00 - Placed 21st out of 31 Teams 



Colic 
The term "colic" means only "pain in the abdomen" or "pain in the belly". There are many causes for such pain, 
ranging from the mild and inconsequential to the life-threatening or fatal. One of the problems with equine colic 
is that it can be very difficult in the early stages to distinguish the mild from the potentially fatal. This is why all 

cases of abdominal pain should be taken seriously right from the onset.  

Signs of colic: 

The signs of colic in horses range from almost imperceptible in mild cases to extremely violent in severe cases. 

The following list includes the most common signs: 

Lying down more than usual 

Getting up and lying down repeatedly 

Standing stretched out 

Standing frequently as if to urinate 

Turning the head towards the flank 

Pawing the ground 

Kicking at the abdomen 

Rolling 

What to do: 

The severity of the case will dictate what you do when you find your horse showing signs of colic. If he is behav-
ing violently call your veterinarian immediately. Violent behaviour usually equates with great pain which usually 
equates with a serious case of colic. Time is of the essence here. Not all horses show the same severity of signs 
with the same type of colic, though, and some horses may become quite violent with a relatively "mild" case. If 
the signs of pain are less extreme, you can take a few minutes to observe the horse's appearance and behav-
iour before calling the veterinarian.  

If possible, take his temperature, pulse and respiration rates. 

Note what his appetite has been like in the past day or so, and the consistency and frequency of defeca-

tion. 

Has his water intake been normal? 

Are his gums a normal colour? 

Think about whether he has had access to any unusual feedstuffs in the past day or so, whether any medi-

cations have been administered, and whether there have been any changes in management 

 

Now call your veterinarian. It is important to take all food away from the horse until the veterinarian arrives. If he 
is nibbling at his bedding, find a way to prevent this. Walking the horse can be a useful way of distracting him 

from the pain, but he should not be walked to exhaustion.  

òHappy birthday to youó 

In Australia, its every Horsesô Birthday on Monday 1st August 2011. 

 

All thoroughbreds have the same birthday so that their ages can be standardized for comparison because of the 

historical lack of records of actual birth days.  

 

All Thoroughbreds celebrate their birthdays on the same date, January 1 in the Northern hemisphere and Au-

gust 1 in the Southern.  

 

After the first time a horse is alive on August 1st it is considered a yearling. The next August 1st is it's 2nd birth-

day and it is considered 2 years old, even though it could conceivably be one year one day old. 

 

To ride or not 

to ride? What 

a stupid 

question 

 



Understanding Splints 
Splints are common in performance horses and rarely cause a problem once they have formed, but will require the horse to 

be rested when they first occur 

But what exactly are splints and when are they a problem? 

Originally the horse's ancestor had five toes, but during evolution the horse 

became weight bearing on just the middle digit of each limb (the cannon 

bone). Digits one and five disappeared, with two and four reducing in size to 

form the functionally redundant medial and lateral splint bones. 

The upper two thirds of each splint bone is attached to the cannon bone by dense fibrous tissue called the interosseous liga-

ment. The lower section flares away from the cannon bone slightly and is connected to the surrounding structures by soft 

tissue. The lower end of the splint bone has a small pea-like "button" which can be felt through the horse's skin. 

In most horses the interosseous ligament gradually disappears with age as the splint bones fuse to the cannon bone. This 

process is normal and has no clinical sign 

The diagnosis of a simple splint is usually quite straightforward. 

These occur as a result of direct external trauma to the splint bone itself, such as the striking of the inside forelimb with the 

opposite leg, or kicks to the outside splint bone during field scuffles. A bony lump forms where there has been bruising and 

damage to the periosteum covering the bone. 

The treatment of true splints tends to be governed by personal preference, and there are no proven treatment regimes that 

will work quickly and effectively. In most acute cases rest and anti-inflammatory therapy are the main forms of treatment: 

- Exercise - don't do too much too soon, especially on hard ground. 

- Use exercise boots or bandages to avoid interference injuries. 

 

 

Cross-Breeds 

Paint X Palomino = Paint Pal 

Saddle bred X Appaloosa= Saddle-loosa 

Friesian x Warm blood = Freezing Blood 

Welsh X Shetland = Wetland 

Quarter horse X Warmblood= Warm horse 

Appaloosa X Danish Warmblood = Apple Danish 

Shire X Fallabella = Shy Fella 

Mustang X Friesian= Must Freeze 

òZorseó 
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