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BENDIGO PONY CLUB INC     November 2007
PONY EXPRESS
PO Box 2257,  Bendigo Mail Centre.  VIC  3554



HOBBY HORSE GYMKHANA

EVERYONE TO BRING A PLATE.

FURTHER DETAILS IN NEWSLETTER

ALSO SPECIAL GUEST - SANTA

Remember to visit www.bendigoponyclub.com.au to keep up to date with what’s happening at your club.

CLUB BY LAWS HAVE BEEN ADDED TO THE SITE

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL MEMBERS

UPCOMING EVENTS
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DUE TO THE EI OUTBREAK ALL EVENTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2007
DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES  HAVE PLANNED OVER 50 EI INFORMATION SESSIONS IN NOVEMBER WITH 2 BEING IN BENDIGO:

RL CAMPBELL THEATERETTE AT THE GOLDFIELDS REGIONAL LIBRARY

251 HARGREAVES STREET BENDIGO

NOVEMBER 17TH – 10.00AM

NOVEMBER 20TH – 7.00PM
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NEW:  KIDS CORNER – MAKE SURE YOU ENTER THE COLOURING COMPETITION AND YOU COULD WIN A PRIZE.



MIKAELA ABDY
ELKE HOLMBERG
MADELINE MONK
TAGEN TANKARD
HANNA TRAHAIR
WHO WILL BE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN NOVEMBER
HOPE YOU  ALL HAVE A GREAT DAY

With the hot weather fast approaching here are some helpful hints to make sure we are meeting our horses needs:
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1.Water is essential to our horses health so make sure that water bins are cleaned out at least once a week and that fresh, clean water is always available to your horse.

2. Shade is very important  so our horses can get out of the hot summer sun.  We can provide shade by the way of trees, sheds, stables etc.

3. Fly veils are a great way to keep flies from irritating and protecting our horses eyes.  They should be put on first thing in the morning and taken off last thing at night.  If your horse has a pink or light coloured nose the fly veils with the nose protector are really good.
4. The sun will bleach your horses coat.  A good way to prevent this is a light summer combo.  They are also helpful to leave on during the night to protect your horse from biting insects.

5.  Your horses hooves will start to dry out in the summer so make sure that you apply oil or hoof grease at least twice a week.

THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER SO IF YOU HAVE ANY  NEWS, ARTICLES OR ITEMS OF INTEREST YOU WOULD LIKE INCLUDED PLEASE SEND TO: 
michaela.tankard@bigpond.com
LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU SOON.
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December Break-Up Rally
HOBBY HORSE GYMKHANA & FUN DAY FOR ALL

                 Two Age Sections:  10 years & under   

                                                       Over 10 years

                  CLASSES:   Best presented Hobby Horse

                                       Hobby Horse most like its owner

                                       Fancy Dress Hobby Horse

                                       Hobby Horse pairs

                                       Hobby Horse bending race

                                       Parent on Hobby Horse led by child

       RIBBONS TO 3RD PLACE IN EACH CLASS

SO GET BUSY SCHOOLING YOUR HOBBY HORSES AND GETTING THEM PREPARED FOR THEIR BIG DAY!!

This will be followed by more fun and games and then we will have Christmas lunch. Parents please remember that Santa is visiting and that he brings a gift for each Pony Club member. He leaves the gift in the canteen in his Santa sack.

             RALLY STARTS AT 10.00AM
If you were not at the November rally, please phone Lauren on
5435 4031 to let her know if you are bringing a salad or a sweet to the Christmas break up.  Meat is supplied by the club.  Lauren also needs to know numbers for catering purposes.  Thanks.
PLEASE PHONE LAUREN BY NOVEMBER 23RD
DC’s report November 2007

Hello Everyone,

 Well, the EI crisis continues and I bet everyone is missing their horsy friends and all the fun we usually have at shows and gymkhanas at this time of year. I know I am!

It is hard to keep focused when there are no shows to attend but keep on working your horses at home as even though we are in drought there is still a lot of grass around and founder is always a problem when the grass is good.

 On October 4th Kerrie and I attended the announcement of the intended Elmore Equestrian Park at the Elmore field Day site. Stage 1 of the plan is to have a 100m x 100m sand arena, 6 full size sanded dressage arenas and 80 steel yards. The committee is applying for government grants and asked for letters of support from all the various equestrian clubs and disciplines in attendance, to support the applications. Of course, Bendigo Pony club is behind this proposal all the way!

This facility has huge potential and eventually should equal, if not surpass, the Werribee Equestrian Center. The E.E.P committee is aiming for the completion of stage 1 by mid 2008. (With any luck the EI crisis will be over by then.) 

Our plans for a sand arena have suffered a set back. Initially, the arena was to be enclosed by old SEC power poles. However, the powers (s’cuse the pun) that be have decided that the old poles are a potential health risk and are to go into land fill. Our arena will now need to be enclosed by sleepers. I have sourced these at a competitive price, but the job is now more labor intensive, more expensive and will require a working bee to ensure its completion. Volunteers, please!  

It was upsetting to see that the swings and slide at our grounds have been vandalized. The slide is beyond repair, so if any family has play equipment at home that is no longer required; please consider donating it to the club.

Our December break-up rally is a hobby horse gymkhana and fun day for all.

Details else where in the newsletter. Due to the majority of the end of year awards being linked to the Bendigo Show, and other awards being dependant on attendance at rallies, which is no longer relevant due to EI and everyone being granted attendance at the last two rallies, the Committee has decided there will be no awards this year. However, the fat, jolly, old fellow in the red suit will definitely be there, so be good everyone!
Sue
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Horse Flu – Not Just.....    
I’m not just a rich man’s trinket                       I have taught your children caring
To fulfil a greedy goal;        


how to put another first,
I am more – much more – too many.

To take the falls and try again
I’m Australia’s heart and soul.


And cope with best and worst.
I’m companion, partner, soul mate;

I’ve kept your daughters off the streets
I’m desires beyond just dreams.


And on the straight and narrow.
I am overcoming hardships;


I’ve put my heart in all I’ve done
I’m life’s lessons in extremes.


- and thrilled you to the marrow.
Once my shoulders bore the burden

Yet you turn your back on me
Of the plough to plant the seed,


in this – my hour of need.
That would grow the golden wheat fields
All you think of is your losses
To fulfil this nation’s need.



In your all-consuming greed.
And I laid the precious bore drains 

Won’t you listen to my pleadings 
Giving lifeblood to the earth;


for the horseman of this land?
As I forged the great traditions


This will change their life forever.
Then, that gave this country birth


Won’t you try to understand?
I have borne your sons to battle,


For E.I’s the nine eleven
Heard their brief emblazoned cry,


that will change life as we know it.
Seen the futile, reckless slaughter


The effects are catastrophic,
Shared the mother’s anguished “Why?”

though the media don’t show it.
I helped you tame this wilderness 

There are hordes of Aussie battlers
- hauled, carted, did your will.


Who’ll go under in this strife
Used, abused and treated lightly


and they’ll lose much more than money.
Yet I am your servant still.



They will lose their way of life.
I have brought you pride and glory

I am what makes life worth living.
And a wealth you couldn’t measure.

I’m their every waking thought.
And a heritage and history



I am what they go without for
In a partnership to treasure.


And that just can not be bought.
Every sport that you’ve invented


Whether hobby, sport or business,
(oft’ with consequences grim)


through the fires and drought and flood,
still I’ve jumped and turned and twisted

I’m the way of life they’ve chosen
as I’ve met your every whim.


That is deep within their blood.
We have known the devastation 


Once more greed clouds your judgement,
When a farmer loses all.



With your selfish “purple zone”,
Horsemen follow in their footsteps

throwing caution to the winds with
With their backs close to the wall.


Your indulgence overblown.
There’s a rumbling now, of anger –

Do you care about us really?

And horse people are not meek.


Now that pride’s before the fall?

Will they sink in deep depression?


Do you really want to help this?

Will they turn the other cheek?


Or do dollars say it all?

You have caused this thing to happen,

We can’t stop this raging virus;

Cutting corners with your greed.


All we ask is justice metered.

Quarantine laws bent to suit you,


Let not the vested interests

Consequences guaranteed.



Dictate how this should be treated.

And so now, I pay the price


Demand consideration for

For your decisions made in haste.


The Racehorse AND the scrubber.

Yet again I am surrounded 


Vet. Treatment shouldn’t be denied

By the suffering and the waste. 


A much loved pony clubber





I sympathise with milliners,





And with trainers.  Yes, I’m trying.





But it pales in insignificance





When cherished friend is dying.


No, I'm not just a rich man's trinket 
to fulfil a selfish goal. 
I am Horse. I am your brother. 
I'm Australia's heart and soul. 







Hi guys,
This page has been put into our newsletter just for you.  Every month there will be a colouring competition with prizes to be won and a puzzle.  Make sure you bring along your finished picture to each rally and the prize winners will be announced.  Happy colouring!  

WORD SEARCH -  WHAT TYPE OF HORSE DO YOU HAVE?
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NAME:……………………………………………...............................

