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July /August 2010

Pony Express

July

11th - Bendigo Pony Club
Dressage, Show jumping &
Show jumping - Bendigo
Show Grounds

18th - Neangar Park Pony
Club Dressage Day

August
8th - Maryborough PC
Horse Trials

15th - Allan Mitchell & Deb
Browell Clinic - Bendigo
Pony Club

21st-22nd - “C" Certificate
riding exam

22nd - Huntly -Spring Gully
PC Gymkhana

28th - Maldon PC Horse
Trials
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Shaleah Bray & Morgan Rose Maud




D.C.s message July 2010

Hello All,
On behalf of Kerrie, our club treasurer and Deb our club
“”:Pi"'wm mw\ secretary, thank you all for paying your fees on time. It
Info for riders: . X .
certainly makes the job of getting the strength return to
if You wish to Leave a group early . .
or want to swap please ask the BC. PCAYV on schedule a whole lot easier for these two dedi-
ou el ot Alwags get what cated, hard working volunteers. The 2010/2011 cards
You want dependant on the size . . .
and dynanics of @ group <o are back from PCAV and you will receive yours at this
please don't be disappointed. ra"y

Remember your card is your pony club passport and it

should be treated as such. It is an important record of

all your pony club details, it is essential that you pre-

sent your valid and up to date card for all pony club

Taj knight—welcome to competitions and it is your responsibility to ensure it
the world 13/7/10 has been correctly completed after each rally.

We have 31 riding members so far this year plus an-
other 44 adult supporters. Just as owning a horse is a
much greater commitment than owning a cat, belonging
to a pony club is a much greater commitment than be-
longing to a netball, foot ball or tennis club etc.

The aims and objectives of PCAV and of our club are:

A To encourage young people to
joy all approved types of sport connected with horse

riding.
A To provide instruction in hotrt
BIRTHDAYS proper care of horses.
July ATo promote the highest ideals
zenship and loyalty, thereby cultivating strength of
Britt Holmberg - character and self -discipline.
29th
Qx gk >m N- Snnkd A lotof work is involved in successfully running a pony
16th club. The cost of running a pony club is also prohibitive.
Tegan Tresize - 5th Good management over the last 6 years has ensured
August that our club is in a so_und financial position. This means
that the groups at rallies are small and that the cost of
Sally Dwyer - 1st our instructors can be subsidised by the money we
Maddison Maud- make from our events and clinics as well as improving
20th our club assets.



As all club members benefit from the advantages of belonging Why do we
to Bendigo Pony Club so should all club members contribute to

running the club. It is important that all families present at a mount horses
rally help set up and pack up the equipment. The running of
the canteen is a big job on rally day, as is the ground mainte- from the left?

nance. It was decided at the recent open meeting to imple- The traditi f
ment a roster system to ensure that every family takes a turn € traaition o

at these two important jobs thus taking some of the pressure mounting from the
off the people who have been doing these tasks regularly. left dates back to

This is our families 11 ™ year in pony club and as | look back at the time when war-
past years when we did something horsey nearly every week- : .

end | donot remember much about the”orﬁga\/\t;rr%est\{v%rgSt
mowed at home or the windows that d(]n(hﬁ)r@@ba@ket w a
remember the fun we had has a family and the wonderful Since most pe0p|e

friends and memories we made. .
were right-handed,

So as we start our new pony club year | encourage all club the sword was car-
members to get more involved with your club and with what . .
pony club and the PCAV movement has to offer. Competing ried on the left h|p
can be so much fun, there are many great times to be had to enable them to

and lots of life lessons to be learned. As | said previously it is
a big commitment to own a horse and to belong to a pony
club but in the long run it is the kids who benefit the most.

draw it quickly.

So it really is noth-
Til next month ing more that tradi-

DONT BXPECT To WiN EVERY TIME

tion. We mount
from the left be-
cause weoyv
taught to. Mounting
from the left re-
sulted in tack that
was designed to be
buckled, cinched,
or fastened from
the left, most hal-
ters, bridles, and
saddles are left-
sided.

Happy horsing

Sue

AND ALwAYS CHECK THE GIRTH BEFORE YOU MOVE OFF



THE MUM TEST

| was out walking with
my 4-year-old daugh-
ter. She picked up
something

off of the ground and
started to put it in her
mouth.

| took the item away
from her and | asked
her not to do that.
'Why?' my daughter
asked.

'‘Because it's been on
the ground; you don't
know where it's been,
it's

dirty, and probably has
germs,’ | replied.

At this point, my
daughter looked at me
with total admiration
and asked,

‘Mum, how do you
know all this stuff? You
are so smart.’

I was thinking quickly
and replied, 'All mums
know this stuff. It's on
the Mum Test. You
have to know it, or
they don't let you be a
Mum.'

We walked along in
silence for 2 or 3 min-
utes, but she was evi-
dently

pondering this new in-
formation.

'‘Oh.....I getit!" she
beamed, 'So if you
don't pass the test you
have

to be the dad.’
‘Exactly," | replied with
a big smile on my face.

Gaits of the Horse

These are the 4 basic gaits of the horse:

WALK:
The walk is a four-beat lateral gait. Each beat is distinct and can be easily heard. The walk is
natural, and it is the slowest of the gaits.

TROT:

This animation shows a slowed version of the trot. The trot is a two-beat diagonal gait. The right
hind and left front move together, and the left hind and right front move together. In this diagram
the right front and left hind are colored red, so you can see the diagonal pairs working together.
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CANTER/LOPE:

This is the canter, a 3-beat gait. Lope is another term for this gait, but it usually refers to the slow, western-
pleasure style of cantering. While cantering, the horse is either on the left or right lead. In this animation, the
horse's left front leg is hitting the ground in front of the right, so the horse is on the left lead. A horse on the
right lead would have its right leg hitting the ground in front of, not before, the left leg. When turning in a circle
to the right, the horse should be on the right lead, and when turning to the left, should be on the left lead. So
the horse should always be leading with it's inside leg.

A flying lead change is when the horse is cantered in a figure 8, and changes leads in mid stride when it
reaches the middle of the 8, where it changes directions.

Most horses will canter on the correct lead naturally, and a few need to be trained to. A horse that is leading
with its outside leg is said to be on the ‘wrong lead’, or moving with a ‘false lead’. In some high-level competi-
tions, horses may be required to do a "counter canter”, that is, cantering on the wrong lead.

GALLOP:

This is the gallop, or run. When the horse is fully extending itself in a run, there is a moment when all four feet
are off the ground. It is usually a 4-beat gait, varying in speeds. Gallop speed is about 30 miles per hour.
Here is the sequence of the gallop: 1. left hind; 2. right hind; 3. left fore; 4. right fore, followed by a moment
when all four hooves are in the air.
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At our July rally we had a visit from Tanya Hosford from

Compleat feed (www.compleatfeed.com) and her
beautiful coloured Trakainer warmblood horse, Dennis.

Tanya bred Dennis, broke him in and has trained him

using O6pressure and rel ease

to do is click your fingers and Dennis will follow you...
over jJumps, around poles, wherever you want to take
him.

It was a joy to watch him work with even the smallest of
our members.

Thank you Tanya and Dennis for showing us the won-
\ derful partnership the two of you share. /




Dressage Championship, combined training and show jumping day July 11th

What a weekend it was, starting with the working bee on Saturday afternoon in the most miserable of conditions. I have come to real-
ise there was one good thing about the drought... it never rained!!

It did not stop raining on Saturday afternoon and with over 100 dressage tests to be ridden the next day those dressage arenas had to
go up! Grateful thanks to all those wonderful people who c

The weather on the day of the competition was better and the ground had held up so the show did go on! Out on the arena it all ran
smoothly thanks to some wonderful work on the P.A by Lauren. She looked the part with her binoculars and walkie talkie and did a
great job all day directing riders to where they were supposed to be.

The canteen did a steady trade all day... thank you to everyone who donated food and/or worked in the canteen to keep us all fed.

The lack of power saw some problems with the scoring but Kerrie and Lisa kept their cool and got the results sorted eventually. Well
done, you two are a great team

It was wonderful to see our riders and riders from as far afield as Tocumwal and Finley competing and enjoying the day. Everyone
likes to compete and behind the success of every competition is a hard working group of mainly unpaid volunteers making it all hap-
pen.

Thanks also to the wonderful people who stayed til stumps and helped pack up, transported all equipment back to our grounds and
then unpacked in the dark.

All the Bendigo Pony Club riders had a great day and some won ribbons. Congratulations to all our riders. You rode well, you were
beautifully presented and you were good sports. Your club is very proud of you all.

RESULTS
Montanna Maud 3¢ Ungraded combined training

Hannah Mika 2nd 5C dressage, 4th 5B dressage, 3rd grade 5 combined training GRADE 5 RESERVE CHAMPION
DRESSAGE

Morgan Maud 2nd 5B dressage (Grace) 15t 4C dressage, 2nd 4D dressage, 15t grade 4 combined training GRADE 4 DRES-
SAGE CHAMPION

Shaleah Bray 2nd 4C dressage, 314 4D dressage, 4th grade 4 combined training GRADE 4 RESERVE CHAMPION
DRESSAGE

Emma Lea 314 grade 3 combined training

Angela Goudge 15t 3C dressage (Matt), 3rd 3C dressage, 2nd 3D dressage, 15t grade 2 combined training GRADE 3 DRES-
SAGE CHAMPION

Georgia Welch 6th 2C dressage, 4th 2C dressage (Ted) 2rd 2D dressage
Jaclyn Long 4t 2D dressage

Brit & Truman

M@6htanna Maud & Sammi:
Brpwell




GROWING UP WITH HORSES

My daughter turned eighteen years old today; which is a milestone
for most people. Besides looking at baby photos and childhood trinkets
with her, | took time to reflect on the young woman my daughter had
become and the choices she would face in the future. As | looked at her
| could see the athlete she was, and determined woman she would soon be.
| started thinking about some of the girls we knew in our town who were
already pregnant, pierced in several places, hair every colour under the
sun, drop outs, drug addicts and on the fast track to nowhere, seeking
surface identities because they had no inner self esteem. The parents of
these same girls have asked me why | 'waste' the money on horses so my daughter can ride.

I'm told she will grow out of it, lose interest,
discover boys and all kinds of things that try to pin the current
generation's 'slacker' label on my child. I don't think it will happen,
| think she will love and have horses all her life.

Because my daughter grew up with horses she has compassion. She knows
that we must take special care of the very young and the very old. We
must make sure those without voices to speak of their pain are still
cared for.

Because my daughter grew up with horses she learned responsibility for
others than herself. She learned that regardless of the weather you must
still care for those you have the stewardship of. There are no 'days
off' just because you don't feel like being a horse owner that day. She
learned that for every hour of fun you have there are days of hard
slogging work you must do first.

Because my daughter grew up with horses she learned not to be afraid of
getting dirty and that appearances don't matter to most of the breathing
things in the world we live in. Horses do not care about designer
clothes, jewellery, pretty hairdos or anything else we put on our bodies
to try to impress others. What a horse cares about are your abilities to
work within his natural world, he doesn't care if you're wearing $80.00
jeans while you do it.

Because my daughter grew up with horses she learned about sex and how it
can both enrich and complicate lives. She learned that it only takes one
time to produce a baby, and the only way to ensure babies aren't
produced is not to breed. She learned how babies are planned, made, born
and, sadly, sometimes die before reaching their potential. She learned
how sleepless nights and trying to outsmart a crafty old broodmare could
result in getting to see, as non -horse owning people rarely do, the
birth of a true miracle.

Because my daughter grew up with horses she understands the value of
money. Every dollar can be translated into bales of hay, bags of feed or
farrier visits. Purchasing non-necessities during lean times can mean
the difference between feed and good care, or neglect and starvation.
She has learned to judge the level of her care against the care she sees
provided by others and to make sure her standards never lower, and only
increase as her knowledge grows.



Because my daughter grew up with horses she has learned to learn on her
own. She has had teachers that cannot speak, nor write, nor communicate
beyond body language and reactions. She has had to learn to 'read' her
surroundings for both safe and unsafe objects, to look for hazards where
others might only see a pretty meadow. She has learned to judge people

as she judges horses. She looks beyond appearances and trappings to see
what is within.
Because my daughter grew up with horses she has learned sportsmanship to
a high degree. Everyone that competes fairly is a winner. Trophies and
ribbons may prove someone a winner, but they do not prove someone is a horseman.

She has also learned that some people will do anything to win,
regardless of who it hurts. She knows that those who will cheat in the
show ring will also cheat in every other aspect of their life and are
not to be trusted.

Because my daughter grew up with horses she has selfesteem and an
engaging personality. She can talk to anyone she meets with confidence,
because she has to express herself to her horse with more than words.
She knows the satisfaction of controlling and teaching a 1000 pound
animal that will yield willingly to her gentle touch and ignore the more
forceful and inept handling of those stronger than she is. She holds
herself with poise and professionalism in the company of those far older
than herself.

Because my daughter grew up with horses she has learned to plan ahead.
She knows that choices made today can effect what happens five years
down the road. She knows that you cannot care for and protect your
investments without savings to fall back on. She knows the value of land
and buildings. And that caring for your vehicle can mean the difference
between easy travel and being stranded on the side of the road with a
four horse float on a hot day.

When | look at what she has learned and what it will help her become, |
can honestly say that | haven't 'wasted' a penny on providing her with
horses. | only wish that all children had the same opportunities to
learn these lessons from horses before setting out on the road to adulthood.




BENDIGO PONY CLUB RIDER PROFILE

NAME: Emmaby Barton Grace. AGE: 10 turning 11

HORSE/S: Milly or Miss Milly YEARS IN PONY CLUB: 1 in September

-9 (/1 23% )3 30%#)!, " %#! 53 %8 8
She is my friend, does not mind when | make mistakes (most of the time!!) and has helped m
learn to ride.

7('4 ) ,)+% -/34 "] 5.
| learn about horses and get to ride all day!

7('4 ) $)3,)+% -/34 1"
(Mum says the cold!)

7(%. )Yo6- ./4 2)$).' ) ,)+% 4/
Read and go on the computer to do SuperClubsPLUS.

THIS YEAR | REALLY WANT TO
Get my D* Certificate
A0 ET OEA O4AAE 4AAIT 6 11T 30PAC

IF 1 COULD HAVE ONE WISH IT WOULD BE
Endless wishes
To win the Lottery
Live in a horsey place (show jumping arena, dressage arena, Cross country coise works)



AnMoney |1 S
like manure;
it's not worth
a thing
unless it's
spread
around en-
couraging
young things
to grow

<
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Melissa & the incredible Dennis
[ ] @ o @ [ ) [ ) o

Shelbourne Canvas &
Saddlery
2001 BendigeMaryborough
Road, Shelbourne, 3463
Phone: 5435 7429
Repairs to all your horse rugs
at competitive rates
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Bendigo Pony Club
P.O. Box 2257
Bendigo Mail Centre 3554

www.bendigoponyclub.com.au




